It is Very Important for Your Child
to Have Another Hearing Test

What is the difference between the
screening that was done in the hospital
and diagnostic tests that are needed?

The screening that was done in the hospital or birthing
center . Screenings are a way of
identifying the need for further testing.

How will my baby’s hearing be tested?

Every complete hearing test for babies should include an
ABR (Auditory Brainstem Response). This test measures
how well the baby’s ears and nerves respond to sound.
An ABR is done while your baby is sleeping.

A special ticker is placed on the forehead, and sounds
are played into each ear through a small microphone.
The responses of your baby’s ears and nerves are
detected and recorded in a computer.

The testing takes several hours to complete, and it gives
comprehensive information about your baby’s ability to hear.

With the right tools,
children with a hearing
loss can SUCCEED
in every area of life!

If you have questions about your baby’s
hearing test, contact the:
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Guam EHDI Project
Center for Excellence in Developmental
Disabilities Education, Research, & Service
(Guam CEDDERS)

University of Guam
UOG Station
Mangilao, Guam 96923

Phone: (671) 735-2466
TDD/TTY: (671) 734-6531
Fax: (671) 734-5709

Email: nenehearing@guamehdi.org

Website: www.guamehdi.org
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What You Need to Know if

Your Baby is Referred for
Diagnostic Hearing Testing

Your baby did not pass the newborn hearing screening
and may have a hearing problem. Some babies do not
pass the screening, but may still have normal hearing.
The only way to be sure, is to take the baby for further
diagnostic testing.

What is diagnostic testing?

It is a series of tests that are done by an audiologist
using specialized equipment. The testing will
determine your baby’s ability to hear sounds.

Why is this testing important?
Hearing helps your baby learn to communicate: to
understand what others say, and to learn to talk.
Any hearing loss can cause delays or difficulties in
learning speech and language skills. This is why it is
so important to identify hearing loss quickly. If your
child is confirmed to have a hearing loss, receiving
early intervention services will help you and your baby
develop effective communication.
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Information About
Hearing Loss

What is hearing loss?

Hearing loss is any condition that affects how your baby
perceives sound. It can be permanent or temporary,
mild, moderate, severe, or profound. If diagnostic testing
confirms a hearing loss, it will also identify the type and
degree of hearing loss.

What causes a hearing loss?

There are many causes of hearing loss at birth. Some
hearing loss is temporary and can be easily corrected.
Other hearing loss is permanent and may be more
serious. Hearing loss in newborns can be caused by an
infection the mother had during pregnancy or by
medical complications during the baby’s first hours of
life. Hearing loss may also be hereditary.

What are the chances my baby has a
permanent hearing loss?

About 3 in 10 babies who do not pass their screening
and re-screening have permanent hearing loss. Some
babies have hearing loss in both ears which may range
from mild to severe. All of these babies need help to
prevent delays in their language development.

Places to start learning

For more information on hearing testing and
early intervention, check the following web sites:

www.guamehdi.org www.cdc.gov

www.infanthearing.org www.agbell.org
www.babyhearing.org www.cuedspeech.org
www.listen-up.org www.deafchildren.org

www.hearingexchange.com www.johntracyclinic.org

Your Child is Diagnosed with a
Hearing Loss. What Can You Do?

HELPFUL TIPS:
Build a TEAM of helpers....

Including a speech teacher, an audiologist, your
pediatrician,an eardoctor (ENT or otolaryngologist),
and an early intervention specialist. Trust yourself
and your hunches and find professionals whom
you can trust.

Inquire if HEARING AIDS or other
COMMUNICATION TOOLS will benefit
your child....

You can ask your pediatrician, audiologist, or
ear doctor if your child could benefit from using
hearing aids or other communication tools. If so,
compare and learn about the different tools
available and choose the one that best meets your
child’s hearing needs.

DON’'T GENERALIZE....

Not all children with hearing loss use sign language,
or speak, or cue. Not all children with hearing loss
are shy or bold. Each child is an individual.

Hearing loss makes your baby
NO DIFFERENT from any other child....

Learn how to teach your child to listen during daily
routines. Love, guide, and discipline your child. Don't
spoil or indulge your child just because of hearing
loss. Teach your baby how to work around it.

Don’t be afraid to ASK QUESTIONS and
get MORE INFORMATION....

The more questions you ask, the more informed
you will be about your baby’s health.



